[Mitral valve replacement 41 years after right pneumonectomy].
Mitral valve replacement was performed successfully on a 68-year-old patient who had undergone right pneumonectomy and thoracoplasty 41 years earlier. Preoperative pulmonary function tests revealed poor results; the forced vital capacity was 950 ml (28.0% of the predicted value) and the forced expiratory volume in 1 second was 750 ml (28.9% of the predicted value). Despite such poor pulmonary function, the patient tolerated the operation well and led uneventful course. Careful perioperative management to prevent pulmonary edema and aggressive postoperative pulmonary toilet to facilitate recovery of the pulmonary function seem important.